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IMMEDIATELY
SPECIAL UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA ORIENTATION
FOR OLDER STUDENTS RETURNING TO COLLEGE

walser/kmr
9-9-80
state, weeklies

MISSOULA—
Sue Chase was 30 years old, married, had two children, and was wondering,
"What am I doing here dusting day after day?"
So, after 10 years of working and raising a family, Sue decided to return
to college.
"It's hard to go back," she said.

"You don't think you can remember how

to do it and you don't think you can compete with 18^year2olds who just got out of
high school."
But Sue, like a growing number of "returning students," found that college was
better the second time around.

"It's much more interesting now.

You don't have the

social pressures an 18 or 19-year-old has, you study better, and your grades are
better.

Tests still kind of get to me, though."

To assist "returning students," the name adopted last year by students who
were entering UM after an interruption of their formal educations of two or
more years, the UM offices of advising and retention will have a special one-day
workshop this fal1.
"These students have found that they often have unique concerns and needs as
they resume their education, concerns which have not been adequately met by our
traditional fall orientation for students," according to Maggie Doolen, orientation
director.
The workshop will be Wednesday, Sept. 17, beginning at 10 a.m. in the Montana
Rooms on the third floor of the University Center.

The $5 cost of the session covers

a box lunch, child care and a small orientation fee.
The day's activities will conclude at 4:30 p.m. followed by a social gathering
for returning students and their families.
_________
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RETURNING STUDENTS— add one
Included will be a panel discussion led by some of last year's returning
students on what it was like for them to come back as non-traditional students at UM.
Also covered in the session will be the mechanics of working out a class schedule
and the registration process.
following Monday.

Also, advising appointments will be scheduled for the

Discussions on financial aid, test

anxiety, being both a

parent and a student, and selecting a major and/or a new career will be offered.
In addition, students who attend this orientation will be among the first
group of students who register for classes on Sept. 24.
Doolen emphasized that not only conmitted returning students are encouraged to
attend, but also persons who are only thinking about coming back to school.

"The

day will be organized to have something for both groups," she said.
Chase, who is now a junior in UM's creative writing program, will be a member
of the panel discussion.

Along with sharing some of her experiences with returning

students, she hopes to "give them a little confidence."
She would "love to write and be rich and famous or perhaps work for a
newspaper," but right now she's excited about "finishing what I started so long
ago."
Persons in the community who are interested in attending the workshop should
call 243-4711 to register for the program or to receive more information.
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